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Sarcastic Sewist 
Travel Cord Roll Tutorial 

  

 

Don’t you hate it when your charging cord and headphones go into your 
bag/pocket/purse all neat and tidy and come out a tangled, hot mess?  This 
travel cord roll is a low profile, convenient way to keep them organized and 
easy to access while on the go.  It is such a quick, simple sew, a great scrap 
buster, and the perfect gift for yourself, friends, and family.  It is also great 
for teacher, delivery person, and secret Santa gifts!!    
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Supply Tips 

 I love using quilting cottons for this project.  I always have fat quarters and 
scraps sitting around that are perfect for this.  But, it is great with just 
about any woven fabric you’d like to use!  If you use something a bit 
thicker, be sure to use an appropriate needle while sewing!   

I also prefer a thicker interfacing for this one.  Featherweight works, but 
just isn’t quite as stable as a nice medium weight.   

If you would like to use a longer zipper, just be sure to cut it to length and 
you’ll create a new zipper stop when you add your tabs.   

 

Supply List 

1/4 yard outer fabric   1—7 inch zipper 

1/4 yard inner fabric   10 inches of 1 inch wide elastic 

1/4 yard pocket fabric   1 yard interfacing 

Closing Device of your choosing—ribbon, cord elastic, snaps, etc. 

 

 Cut List 

1—8x17 inch outer fabric   1—8x10 inch inner fabric 

1—8x5.75 inch pocket fabric  1—8x2 inch inner fabric 

1—8x5.25 inch pocket fabric  1—8x1.75 inch inner fabric 

1—9.5 inches elastic    1—8x5.25 inch inner fabric   

2—1x2 inch zipper tabs 
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Instructions 

 Step 1—Interfacing 

Iron your interfacing to every piece except the zipper tabs.  Follow 
manufacturer's instructions and make sure it is fully adhered into each 
corner.   
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Step 2—Zipper Tabs 

Match a zipper tab to the bottom end of your zipper, right sides together.  
Pin about 1 inch from the end.   

Sew zipper tab with 1 inch seam allowance.  Be careful while sewing over 
your zipper teeth and around the zip stop.   

Open your zipper about halfway.  Pin your second zipper tab to the open 
end of your zipper, right sides together.  Be sure to keep each side 
together, as if the zip is closed, while pinning.   

Sew zipper tab with 1 inch seam allowance.  Again, be careful while sewing 
over your zipper teeth. 

 

Press both zipper tabs back, wrong sides together.   
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Step 2—Elastic 

Fold your 8x10 inner piece in half, along the long edge and finger press to 
mark the center line.  Mark with a pin.   

At one end, match the center of your elastic to this pin.  Sew elastic in place 
with 1/4 inch seam allowance.   

Repeat at the other end of your elastic.  This will cause the fabric to fold up 
slightly, as the elastic is shorter than the fabric.   
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While stretching elastic so the fabric is flat, mark 2 inches from each edge.  
I found it easiest to stick a pin where I needed to sew. 

While continuing to stretch the elastic so the fabric is flat, add a pin or 
mark every 1.5 inches in between your first pins.  This will be 3 additional 
pins.   
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Sew the elastic to your inner fabric along these pins/markings.  This will 
create the spots to hold your cords! 
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Step 3—Inner 

Align your two narrow lining piece to each end of your large inner piece.  
Stitch with 1/2 inch seam allowance.  It is helpful to sew an extra line or 
two of stitches over the elastic to help keep it secure.   

Press seam allowance toward the smaller piece.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note—the smaller lining piece is what we’ll attach to the zip.  Keep this in 
mind if you have a directional fabric.    
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Step 4—Zipper 

With your zipper facing up and zipper pull on the left, align your 8x5.25 
inch inner fabric piece, right sides facing, along the edge of your zipper 
tape.   Pin in place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flip this over and align your 8x5.25 inch pocket piece along this same edge, 
right sides together with your inner fabric.   
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Sew using 1/4 inch seam allowance.   Press fabric away from the zipper.  
Optional—Topstitch 1/8 inch from fabric edge.   

On the other side of your zipper tape, repeat this layering with the 8x1.75 
inch inner fabric piece on top and the 8x5.75 pocket piece on the back, with 
fabric right sides together and sew with 1/4 inch seam allowance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open up this side and press seam allowance toward your pocket fabric.   
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Step 5—Baste (Optional) 

Align your pocket, making sure your zipper is sitting nicely.  Baste the 
three layers together.   This will make attaching your outer fabric a bit 
easier.   
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Step 6—Closure 

There are a few options you can choose to keep your cord roll closed.   

Ribbon 

Cut two long pieces of ribbon (approximately 20 inches).  With the ribbons 
right sides together, baste both in place at the center of your inner piece.   
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Cord Elastic 

Cut one piece of cording elastic (approximately 11 inches).  Align both ends 
at the center of your inner piece, creating a loop, and baste in place.   
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Snaps/Magnetic Snaps 

Align the male side of the snap or magnetic snap along the short end of 
your inner piece.  Make sure it does not interfere with your 1/2 inch seam 
allowance.  You can choose to do one in the center or one in each corner.  

Align the female side of the snap to your outer piece.  In order to 
determine where this needs to go, mark your seam allowances along the 
edges of your outer fabric.  Fold in thirds, along the long side.  Apply these 
pieces the same distance from your 1/3 fold line as you did the male pieces 
from your seam allowance on the inner piece, either centered, or near the 
corners.   

Tip—These are easier to install now, but easier to align after we’ve sewn 
the outer to the inner, but before topstitching.  If you are struggling or 
unsure of placement, try to add them later.   

 

 

 

  



Stephanie Troemel 2018 

Step 7—Finish 

Align your outer fabric over your inner and pin.  Sew around the outer 
edge with 1/2 inch seam allowance, leaving a 3 inch gap along one long 
edge for turning.  If you’ve used ribbon or cord elastic, make sure the 
excess doesn’t get caught in your stitching.   

 

Clip corners and turn right sides out.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press well.  Make sure to press the seam allowance of your gap to the 
inside to get a nice crisp line when we topstitch.   
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Note—If you didn’t finish adding snaps in step 6, you can now see and align 
where they need to go much more easily.  Align and add them now.   

Topstitch all the way around your cord roll 1/8 inch from edge.   
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Press stitching.  I also like to press with the roll folded in thirds to help it 
fold a bit neater at the pocket.   

Congrats!!!  You’re done. <3   
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Thank you! 

 

Thank you so much for downloading my tutorial!  You’re more than 
welcome to sell things you make from this tutorial on a small scale, but do 
not sell the tutorial (it is free for a reason).  This is not intended for mass 
production.  Please link back here when you share your sews and let me 

know how it goes!!  Also feel free to use #sscordroll when sharing or if you 
want to look for inspiration.  

 Stephanie xx 
sarcasticsewist.com 

  


